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Chapter Seven
Is Shakti Force?

There are some persons who have thought, anth&ti, that Shakti means force and that the worshihakti is the
worship of force. Thus Keshub Chunder Sen (New &isption, p. 108), wrote:

Four centuries ago the Shaktas gave way beforBHhktas. Chaitanya's army proved invincible, andied all Bengall
captive. Even to-day his gospel of love rules &giag force, though his followers have consideyatieclined both in faith
and in morals. Just the reverse of this we finBrgland and other European countries. There thkt&hare driving the
Bhaktas out of the field. Look at the Huxleys, Thendalls and the Spencers of the day. What arelibephaktas,
worshippers of Shakti or Force? The only Deity thegre, if they at all adore one, is the Prime Eafcthe universe. To it
they offer dry homage. Surely then the scientiats materialists of the day are a sect of Shaktishippers, who are chasi
away the true Christian devotees who adore thedbtdve. Alas! for European Vaishnavas; they atesaing before the
advancing millions of Western Shaktas. We sincelrelst, however, the discomfiture of devotion arfthRi will be only fol
a time, and that a Chaitanya will yet arise in\tfest, crush the Shaktas, who only recognize Fad2eity and are sunk in
carnality and voluptuousness, and lead natureshtdoving faith, spirituality, simplicity, and pturous devotion of the
Vaishnava.

Professor Monier Williams ("Hinduism") also calléé doctrine of Force.

Recently the poet Rabindranath Tagore has giveautteority of his great name to this error (ModBeview, July, 1919).
After pointing out that Egoism is the price paid floe fact of existence and that the whole univessssisting in the desire
that the "I" should be, he says that man has vighisddesire in two different ways, either as amwlaif Creative Power, or a
joyous sel-expression of Creative Love. Is the fact thenisftdeing, he asks, a revealment of Force or of RoMeose who
hold to the first view must also, he thinks, redagrconflict as inevitable and eternal. For acangdb them Peace and Love
are but a precarious coat of armor within whichuleak seek shelter, whereas that which the timadrematize as
unrighteousness, that alone is the road to suctHss.pride of prosperity throws man's mind outvgaatid the misery and
insult of destitution draws man's hungering dedikesvise outwards. These two conditions alike E2avan unashamed to
place above all other gods, Shakti the Deity of @owthe Cruel One, whose right hand wields thapea of guile. In the
politics of Europe drunk with Power we see the grof Shakti."

In the same way the poet says that in the dayisedf political disruption, the cowed and down-treddndian people
through the mouths of their poets sang the praifdse same Shakti. "The Chandi of Kavikangkan afiithe
Annadamangala, the Ballad of Manasa, the GoddeSsaaies, what are they but Paeans of the triumgviti? The burden
of their song is the defeat of Shiva the good atithnds of the cruel deceitful criminal Shakti.h&Tmale Deity who was in
possession was fairly harmless. But all of a sudd&minine Deity turns up and demands to be wppsd in his stead.
That is to say that she insisted on thrusting hierdeere she had no right. Under what title? FoBgwhat method? Any
that would serve."

The Deity of Peace and Renunciation did not surviveis he adds that in Europe the modern Cult akélsays that the
pale anaemic Jesus will not do. But with high pangd activity Europe celebrates her Shakti worship.

“Lastly the Indians of to-day have set to the wigr€furope's Divinity. In the name of religion soare saying that it is
cowardly to be afraid of wrong-doing. Both thoseowtave attained worldly success, and those who tadleel to attain it
are singing the same tune. Both fret at rightecssas an obstacle which both would overcome byipalyf®rce." | am not
concerned here with any popular errors that thexg be. After all, when we deal with a Shastrik tétris to the Shastra
itself that we must look for its meaning. Shaktiras from the root Shak "to be able," "to do". Higates both activity and
capacity therefor. The world, as word, is activBut when we have said that, we have already ibglicthat it is erroneous
to confine the meaning of the term Shakti to argcgd form of activity. On the contrary Shakti medwoth power in gener
and every particular form of power. Mind is a Povggr is Matter. Mind is constantly functioning etform of Vritti;
Reasoning, Will and Feeling (Bhava) such as loversion and so forth are all aspects of Mind-poiwets general sense.
Force is power translated to the material pland,isutherefore only one and the grossest aspeshaiti or power. But all
these special powers are limited forms of the gresdtive Power which is the Mother (Ambika) of theiverse. Worship ¢
Shakti is not worship of these limited forms butteé Divine will, knowledge and action, the caus¢hese effects. That
Mahashakti is perfect consciousness (Cidrupini) Bies (Anandamayi) which produces from Itself tumtracted
consciousness experiencing both pleasure and Paim production is not at all a "whim". It is thatare (Svabhava) of the
ultimate

file://G:\geniuscode\library\spiritual library\lshgkti Force.htr 07/08/0¢



Is Shakti Forc Page? of 2

Bliss is Love (Niratishayapremaspadatvam anandgtvahe production of the Universe is accordingh® $hakta an act of
love, illustrated by the so-called erotic imagefyh® Shastra. The Self loves itself whether beforén, creation. The thrill
of human love which continues the life of humaimgtan infinitesimally small fragment and faint ezftion of the creative
act in which Shiva and Shakti join to produce thedB which is the seed of the Universe.

I quite agree that the worship of mere Force isriksand except in a transient sense futile. Fdnogyever, may be
moralized by the good purpose which it serves. dmtéhesis is not rightly between Might and Right between Might in
the service of Right and Might in the service ofdMy. To worship force merely is to worship mattée. however who
worships the Mother in Her Material forms (Sthulzeuwill know that She has others, and will worsHggr in all such
forms. He will also know that She is beyond allited forms as that which gives being to them alé iay then say that
Force is a gross form of Shakti, but Shakti is mondre than that "here" (Iha) and the infinite Poa€onsciousness
"there" (Amutra). This last, the Shakti of worshigpgcalled by the Shastra the Purnahambhava axperience "All | am".

Next: Chapter Eight: Cinacara (Vashishtha and Bajl
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